
 
 
Governor Phil Murphy 
  
Executive Orders 

● Face coverings are required to be worn outdoors when social distancing is not 
practicable. 

● The only exceptions for this requirement will be: 
○ Individuals who are clearly eating/drinking at an outdoor dining establishment 
○ Children under the age of 2 years old 
○ When wearing a mask would inhibit health or safety 

● This is a step I had hoped I would not have to take. Unfortunately, we have seen a 
backslide in compliance. 

● Clarification for outdoor dining: Areas of restaurants with at least two open sides 
comprising over 50% of total wall space will be considered outdoor and may reopen 
for in-person service. 

  
Motor Vehicle Commission 

● The lines from yesterday did not meet your expectations or ours, and even Sue 
Fulton is frustrated with this. The MVC will work to improve. 

● I am exempting MVC personnel from any work furloughs. 
MVC offices will now be open no Mondays throughout the month of July. 

● Beginning on Monday, MVC offices will be open six days a week (Monday through 
Saturday) 

● Visit NJMVC.gov to find MVC’s online services so that you can skip the line.  
● Expiration dates for the following were automatically extended at the beginning of 

covid19, and we encourage you to take advantage of this extended time to lessen 
crowding: 

○ Drivers Licenses 
○ Permits 
○ Non-driver IDs 
○ Commercial registrations 
○ Inspections 



○ Temporary tags 
  
NJTRANSIT 

● Another class of NJTRANSIT rail engineers has graduated. 
● Our ranks of rail engineers has grown 20% since 2018. 

  
Funding 

● We need to be able to bond. The Assembly has passed the bill, but the Senate has 
had this bill for 3 months. It is past time for them to pass this legislation. 

● September is coming quickly, and if there is no action soon, we will miss our 
opportunity. It will take many weeks for us to get to the point where we will have the 
money we will need. 

● If this bonding legislation is not passed, we will not have funding for essential 
programs for our students, vulnerable communities, and more. 

● We cannot simply cut our way out of the budgetary hole we will fall into. This is a 
multi-billion-dollar hole. 

● I cannot allow politics to deny our state the resources we need to provide real relief 
to millions of our families. 

  
The Numbers 
  
New cases: 335 
New statewide total: 174,039 
Rate of transmission 7/6: 1.10 
NJ spot positivity rate 7/4: 3.23% 
  
Hospitalized: 935 
Requiring intensive care: 175 
Require ventilators: 142 
  
New deaths: 53 
New statewide total deaths: 13,476 
Total additional probable deaths: 1,947 
  
 
 
 
 
 



Some individuals lost to COVID-19 honored today 
● We remember Elia Nicolaides, who came to the U.S. in 1959 from Cyprus after 

falling in love with a visiting American named Mark Nicolaides. For over thirty years, 
she lived in Warren Township, and worked at First Atlantic Bank in South Plainfield 
for 14 years. 

● We remember Joyce Brauchle, who was born in Newark, raised in Caldwell, and 
called Pine Brook home for the majority of her life. She was a compassionate soul 
who did whatever she could to brighten someone’s day, and found her inspiration in 
her faith. 

● We remember Vincent Buchinsky Jr., an award-winning artist and educator. For 
thirty years, he taught & inspired thousands of students in his classrooms in Harrison 
High School and Sussex County Community College. In retirement, he taught art 
classes to seniors. 

  
Department of Health Commissioner Judy Persichilli 
  
Masks 

● Wearing a face covering or a mask has been shown to significantly decrease the 
release of droplets from people’s mouths which can carry infectious particles. 

● A recent study showed a significant decline in the covid19 growth rate after state’s 
mandated face coverings and estimated as many as 230,000 to as high at 450,000 
cases may have been averted due to this mandate. 

● Other studies suggest that community mask use by healthy individuals could be 
beneficial, and that normal speaking can expel hundreds of droplets, but nearly all 
are blocked when the mouth is covered by a cloth. 

● The use of cloth face coverings is particularly important in settings where people are 
close to each other and social distancing can’t be maintained. 

● It is critical to wear it correctly, covering both the nose and mouth. 
● When possible, clean your hands immediately before putting on the mask, adjusting 

it, and removing it. Wash the face covering after use as well. 
  
Multi-System Inflammatory Syndrome  

● We now have 51 cases. No new cases since last report. 
○ 9 are currently hospitalized. 
○ The ages are between 1 – 18.  
○ All have either tested positive for covid19 or had positive antibody tests.  
○ There have been no deaths.  

● Demographic Breakdown 
○ White 16% 
○ Black 34% 



○ Hispanic 39% 
○ Asian 7% 
○ Other 5% 

  
Hospital and Resource usage. 

● 81% of critical care patients on are ventilators. 
● We have been shutting down field hospitals but are keeping the supplies in 

storage in case we need to boost hospital capacity again in the future. 
● Our spot positivity rate in testing is for July 4th is 3.23%. North was 3.4%, Central 

was 2.88% and the South 3.3%.  
○ The total number of tests done on July 4th was very low because of the 

holiday. 
  

Deaths 
● Today, we reported 53 deaths, but that does not mean all those deaths happened in 

the last 24 hours. 
● The deaths we are reporting are lab confirmed and death certificate verified, and 

include deaths as far back as March. 
● At our peak, deaths are our hospitals rose to over 400 daily. 
● Today, over the past 24 hours, we are reporting 5 deaths from covid19. 

  
Long Term Care Facilities  

● At the state’s veterans’ homes 388 residents have tested positive and 146 
residents have died. No new cases or deaths. 

● Psychiatric hospitals have had 211 patients testing positive and there have been 
13 deaths. No new cases or deaths. 

  
  
Questions from the media 
  
Does the outdoor order apply to people on the beach? Lifeguards? Sports? Painters? 
Construction workers? Did you consult any health experts on this decision or was it 
yours? What is the penalty for violating this order? 
Murphy: Part of the reason we didn’t go outdoors before is because we had the rate of 
transmission down to below 0.7 before, and it’s hard to enforce admittedly. We don’t 
want to put something in place that we can’t enforce. This is admittedly going to be 
harder. Again, it’s when social distancing is not practicable. Our focus is gatherings with 
lack of social distancing with folks who are in different bubbles and different 
circumstances coming together. We consulted a lot of health experts. 



  
Would you say that the MVC agency was caught off guard by the demand? How did 
they not know this was going to happen? 
Murphy: We knew we were going to have a tsunami, so I would not say they were 
unprepared, although I am very frustrated by this and I know Sue Fulton is. I’m also 
frustrated that we are living through a pandemic. Some of this stuff is just a reality. 
Please go to NJMVC.gov to see if you can do things online, but we will be doing our 
level best to get our way through this. This is probably, realistically, going to be with us 
for some number of weeks.  
  
Do you expect organized resistance against your mask order? Would you consider a 
heat wave as a risk to someone’s health and an excuse to not wear the mask? How 
would you crack down on organized resistance? 
Murphy: I run and when I do, I wear a face covering and it’s not fun. Strenuous 
exercise and the heat are something we have to be careful of. If someone wants to 
protest against something that is saving lives you have to wonder what they’re thinking. 
If you’re protesting, you have a right to, but you have to wear face coverings and social 
distance. The point is, this is not politics. 
  
With your dining orders, don’t you think that there are some restaurants that won’t be 
able to take advantage of the things you’re offering? 
Murphy: I hope the indoor dining reality isn’t a forever and always. We’re trying to do 
everything we can. We’ve allowed outdoor dining and we’ve worked with municipalities 
and counties to get more space for restaurants, close down roads, we’re doing 
everything we can. We’ll get to indoor dining at some point. 
  
Do you support Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick’s bill that would have the state 
reimburse restaurant owners for costs that came from the abruptly delayed restart of 
indoor dining? 
Murphy: I don’t comment on pending legislation, but I would say to Jon, who is a good 
friend, “Where is the money coming from?” We need to borrow the money, that the 
Senate has so far not gotten there on, and secondly, we need federal cash assistance 
and we need revenue options on the table. There is no amount of money that any state 
has right now to be able to do what the small business community needs in our state, 
especially the hospitality industry. 
  
What do you expect from the final report of the EDA task force that’s set to be released 
tomorrow? Do you think the investigation so far has been valuable? 



Murphy: I have no insight into the report tomorrow. Sadly, I think they’ve been of 
enormous value. They’ve brought to light people who have jobbed the system at the 
expense to the rest of us, so that has been an extraordinary outcome of their work. It 
was a lot uglier and a lot more graphic than I expected. 
  
What is your reaction to Amy Kennedy’s win? 
Murphy: I endorsed Amy so I’m thrilled that she won. I stood by her side last night and 
had the honor of introducing her. I think she was an outstanding candidate and she will 
make a great congresswoman. She has a general election ahead of her. 
  
How is the state encouraging travelers from states on the list to quarantine? 
Murphy: We can’t stop people on our borders, so there is a big amount of personal 
responsibility. 
  
Persichilli: As far as individuals that have stayed at state quarantine sites, two weeks 
ago we did have 14 individuals and they were released on Friday. Over the holiday 
weekend we had a family that needed to be quarantined and they stayed at one of our 
sites. 
  
Is wearing a mask in your office recommended or mandated? 
Murphy: In our offices we are wearing them. 
  
Platkin: The order says each office would have to have a policy for when their 
employees are in frequent contact for masking but more broadly it is strongly 
encouraged. 
  
The president has threatened to deny federal aid to any state that doesn’t make the 
effort to reopen schools, where do you stand on that? 
Murphy: We’ve put out plan to reopen schools. We want to be back to school. We were 
on with the white house yesterday and education was a part of that discussion. We are 
going to do the right thing when it comes to healthcare. 
  
Next Saturday is a big horse race, people are coming in from other states to compete, 
will they need a waiver for the quarantine? Why did you limit attendance to this event at 
25% if it’s an outdoor event? 
Murphy: I don’t have any color on the waivers. 
 
Platkin: They’re not waiting on waivers. The FAQ on the advisory makes it very clear 
that business activity is exempted. We’re not aware of anyone waiting for any waivers. 



Also, it is not accurate to say 25%. There was an administrative order released on July 
2nd that specifically breaks down the capacity limits for racetracks. 
  
You were drenched a few weeks ago dining outdoors. For the indoor restaurants that 
can open under your new open-air guidelines, are you risking more anger from owners 
who now have to keep an eye on the weather and plan food buys and staffing around 
that? 
Murphy: We’re trying to give as much running room as possible to the restaurant 
community. It seems to us that if you have a fixed roof and you can get at least two 
sides of that open we are trying to give as much oxygen to this community as we can. 
Some folks don’t have that ability and we accept that. It brings us no joy that they don’t 
have that ability, but we hope this is not a forever and always. This virus is dramatically 
more lethal indoors than outdoors, and we just can’t ignore that fact or the fact that the 
virus is exploding in other parts of the country. 
  
What is the actual penalty for those who don’t comply with the mask order? Who will 
enforce the order? Will youth sports be exempt? How much citizen policing can we 
expect? What about masks while you wait for food or drink outdoors? 
Murphy: Let’s get the order actually out there, but it does not include kids playing 
sports. I absolutely will say that if you’re waiting in line for anything please have your 
face covering on. This is for when you’re outside and social distancing is not 
practicable. 
  
Do you think your late endorsement of Amy Kennedy helped her victory? Do you think 
her win is a response to George Norcross and the South Jersey democratic machine? 
Do you think she can beat Van Drew in a tough district? 
Murphy: It has nothing whatsoever to do with any block of democrats, south jersey or 
otherwise. And you bet she can beat Van Drew. He made a decision and he’s going to 
have to live with that. I think she will represent folks on both sides of the aisle 
exceptionally well. 
  
It’s been 4 months of isolation for children who live in pediatric long-term care facilities, 
families worry about their mental decline. some facilities say they are waiting guidelines 
from the state to allow visitation. Are you working on that? 
Persichilli: We’re working on guidance for allowing visitation on some level for all of the 
reasons you spoke about. We are concerned as well. 
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